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What kinds of studies mentoned barriers to local 
adaptaton? 

• Diverse set of studies differing in focus, scale and approach. 

– Only a handful specifcally set out to look at barriers  - these considered mainly 
psychological, cultural barriers and cross-scale barriers. 

– Small-holder farmers dominated.

– More rural than urban studies.

– Barriers to autonomous adaptaton more atenton than planned. 

• Studies on perceptons of climate change amongst local people ofen made menton 
of cognitve, cultural and informatonal factors that could act as constraints on 
weather forecast uptake and use.

• The majority of cases were from Southern Africa (39), followed by East Africa (17)  
and then West and Central Africa (14).



What types of barriers emerged? Studies on small-holders

• Most  were broadly relevant to improved agricultural producton and rural development 
rather than CC specifcally and  have been explored outside of the climate change literature.

 

• The vast majority  appear to be beyond poor farmers’ control and a consequence of poverty, 
low levels of development, inappropriate policies and inadequate governance systems.  
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What types of barriers emerged? Specifc studies on 
partcular types of barriers

• Social and informatonal barriers to adaptaton were less well-studied and 
there are less examples. 

Cognitve/ 
psychological

Risk percepton
Perceived abilites

Beliefs systems 
(Gods will)

Climate outside of 
one’s control

Lack of confdence
Underestmaton of 
severity of changes

Cultural
Identty

Entrenchment of normal ways of 
doing things Informatonal

Semantcs and 
language
Framings

Neglect of IK
Mismatches between 

local and scientfc 
knowledge - mistrust

Insttutonal
Elite capture

Poor survival of insttutons without social 
roots

Neglect of insttutonal requirements for 
new technology

Restrictve insttutons and norms 
(gender)

Politcal and fnancial power of some 
groups

Exclusion from decision making



What types of barriers emerged? Studies highlightng 
barriers related to poorly planned and governed 

externally supported adaptaton

External support that disregards the logic of people’s own 
adaptaton strategies

Too much focus on technical skills and failure to address 
critcal social factors

Litle atenton given to building local agency and innovaton, 
opportunites for learning

Neglect of  more inclusive processes of dialogue and 
negotaton

Poor atenton to local values and what is valued



What types of barriers emerged? ‘Contextual’ barriers 

• A category we introduced that considers context and start point 
vulnerability as a barrier
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Where were the gaps and what future research is needed?

• While most studies identfed several  barriers, appreciaton of their interactons and compounded impacts on adaptaton remains scarce. 

– How do barriers act together to hinder adaptaton and can they in concert pose limits for some people? 

– How can  addressing barriers at a higher level may remove obstacles at a lower level or alternatvely amplify them?

– Do some adaptaton optons have more barriers than others and why?

• Urgency for atenton to politcal and structural barriers at higher spatal and insttutonal levels as well as to social barriers at the local level. 

– Limited material from Africa on the role of worldviews, values and sense of place and identty in influencing adaptaton. – needs work.

– The role of conflicts, vested interests and power relatons in blocking adaptaton, especially for the most marginalized, needs further study.

• Limited effort to organize barriers around how they hinder specifc types of adaptaton actons such as diversifcaton, pooling, migraton or 

intensifcaton, etc. Need beter understanding between barriers and adaptaton and adaptve capacity. 

– What barriers emerge around specifc types of adaptaton strategies?



Where were the gaps and what future research is needed?

• Need to understand the heterogeneity of impacts from barriers on different sectors of 
society beter (gender, age, class, and ethnicity). 
– How does successful adaptaton among more privileged members of society impinge 

on adaptaton choices of the more marginalized? 
– What types of support are needed to help the most vulnerable to adapt? 

• We have limited understanding of the role of trade-offs in adapton decision making, 
and how choices of optons is influenced by factors such as lack of informaton, 
cognitve barriers (preferences, aversion to certain optons, priorites), insttutonal 
barriers (who has a voice) and fnancial factors (costs). 

– Need to understand how barriers influence trade-offs/choices between different 
adaptaton approaches and optons and how this impacts the most vulnerable. 

• How does understanding contextual barriers influence thinking about adaptaton 
strategies and building adaptve capacity.
–  What adaptaton optons are more likely to be accepted in partcular contexts? 
– Given the occurrence of poverty traps in Africa, how might adaptve social 

protecton programmes remove barriers for the most disadvantaged? 
– In what situatons/conditons are partcular barriers are likely to emerge?

• Litle work on overcoming barriers  and on enablers.
– When exploring enablers for adaptaton, what situatons and conditons allow 

adaptaton to happen and for whom? 
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