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• How did we get here? Who should be we blame?

• What signs you should watch in the process of averting Day Zero?

• What are the prospects for Cape Town’s future water resources? 

Three questions:

#DayZero





Italy  2017  - driest springs in 60 years with rainfall 
80% below normal

“…2,500 
drinking 
fountains 
around Rome 
were also shut 
off”
AccuWeather, 2017



“I’d always imagined 

people would try and 

help each other out in a 

crisis situation, but it’s 

not what happened at 

all”

Isabela Berger,

Sacramento, the 

Guardian 2015

Sao Paulo, Brazil – 5th year of drought (2012-2017)



Experience of drought in other parts – Australia and state 
of California
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Graphic credit: Chip Snaddon
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Western Cape Water Supply System: Reconciliation of supply & demand

Was there a plan?



Berg River dam: commissioned in 2004  - operational 2008



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j64iyOgg0
Bc&index=1&list=PL3ZQ5CpNulQk3PJj1Sn_2JX
V8eVlT1Vtf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j64iyOgg0Bc&index=1&list=PL3ZQ5CpNulQk3PJj1Sn_2JXV8eVlT1Vtf


Five signs to watch -
averting Day Zero



Day Zero has arrived for many farmers



Two weeks ago

This past week

Agricultural Sector is drawing less water



Photo: News24.com



New Projects: new water sources



It rains...but we have been disappointed…often



New restrictions: Level 6B

• Indoor use: 50 litres ppd

• Punitive tariff: impact on large 
residential water users

Reducing demand is crucial



http://resource.capetown.gov.za/.../damlevels.pdf

Communicating information and data: building trust and confidence



http://resource.capetown.gov.za/documentcentre/Documents/City%20research%20reports%20and%20review/damlevels.pdf



Credit: iol.co.za

Fear of Day Zero



Future of Cape Town’s water



New thinking: the CITY as a catchment
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A Water Sensitive, liveable city 

‘Water: conserve, value and enjoy’  - Singapore
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Re-shaping Cape Town’s water supply

Source: City’s Water Outlook 2018



Rebuilding our cities as if water really mattered



Biofiltration pond alongside the Liesbeek: 1997



Bank full canal: 15 October 25mm / 3 hours?



What can we learn?

• Need to adapt much faster to water scarcity
• Improve the commitment to building water 

sensitive city – water connects us all 
Changing behaviour and management of 
water: ‘Conserve, Value and Enjoy Water’ 

• We need to get smarter: e.g. You don’t 
manage what you can’t measure
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